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THE STUDY AREA —— 58,238 acres

The Granite Mountain WSA is located in east-central Mono County,
approximately 17 miles west of Benton, California. The WSA includes 54,178
acres of Bureau of Land Management (BIM) land, 3,867 acres of Inyo National
Forest Land (USFS), and 193 acres of private inholdings. No State land is
located in the unit (see Map 1 and Table 1).

The northern boundary of the WSA begins at the Mono Lake Scenic Area and
proceeds easterly along a ranching road. It bypasses a cherry-stemmed
windmill and some private land prior to intersecting the Dobie Meadows/Deep
Wells county road. The boundary turns south and follows the road, skirting
a cherry-stemmed windmill, some private land, and a primitive vehicle route.
At State Highway 120, the boundary turns southwest. A review of the WSA map
shows this southern extremity of the WSA as an irregular, convoluted
boundary feature that follows or bypasses ranching roads, a material site
right-of-way, cherry-stemmed wells and spring developments, and the Inyo
National Forest boundary. The boundary turns north along private land and
follows a ranching road and the Mono Basin Scenic Area border until it
rejoins the WSA's northern boundary.

The WSA is located along the western edge of the Basin and Range geomorphic
province and comprises a broad landscape of various physical features. The
western portion of the WSA lies several miles east and south of Mono Lake,
occupying the southeast and central edges of Mono Basin. This portion of
the WSA consists of westward-sloping fill deposits from ancient Lake
Russell. These surface-fill deposits are composed of fine gravel silt and
sand with interbedded sand and gravel material. The eastern portion of the
WSA includes rugged granitic mountain camplexes and rolling basalt hills
with mumerous closed basins. A small portion of Adobe Valley lies in the
southeast corner of the WSA. Elevation ranges from 6,500 feet to 8,900
feet. The primary soil type of this WSA is sandy, pumiceous earth,
Vegetation in the WSA varies and includes varieties of mixed desert shrubs
and stands of pinyon pine and Utah juniper.

The unit provides a variety of visual amenities that are vividly striking
during morning and evening hours. The Granite Mountain range, in the
southern portion of the WSA, contains irregular granitic crags which are
especially scenic and visually appealing. Cowtrack Mountain, in the center
of the WSA, is composed of volcanic pumice which sharply contrasts with the
nearby granitic rock formations.

The WSA was studied under Section 603 of the Federal land Policy and
Management Act (FLPMA). Various suitability recommendations were analyzed
in the Draft and Final Environmental Impact Statements (EIS) for the
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Benton-Owens Valley/Bodie—Coleville Wilderness Study Areas. A summary of
the area's wilderness values was included in the Final EIS. Three different
suitability recommendations were analyzed in the EISs: all wilderness,
partial wilderness recommending approximately 62% of the area suitable, and
no wilderness.

RECOMMENDATTON AND RATT —_— 0 acres recommended
for wilderness
58,045 BIM & USFS
acres recammended
for non-wilderness

No wilderness is the recammendation for this WSA. The entire acreage in
this WSA is released for uses other than wilderness. The all wilderness
altermative is considered to be the envirormentally preferred altermative as
it would result in the least change fram the natural enviromment over the
long term. The no wilderness alternative will be implemented in a manner
which will use all practical means to avoid or minimize envirormental

impacts.

The WSA is recommended non-suitable because its potential for mineral
occurrence ard the anticipated increase in livestock forage needs outweigh
the area's wilderness values.

Resource conflicts in the WSA include moderate to high geothermal resource
potential (half of the WSA is in a Known Geothermal Resource Area).
Moderate metallic mineral potential for molybdenum exists west of Cowtrack
Mountain and moderate potential for occurrence of metalic minerals exists
east of Cowtrack Mountain.

In order to increase forage production and improve the range condition, the
Bishop Resource Area Management Framework Plan proposes vegetative
treatments to introduce grass and forb species to selected areas of the
WSA. Two chemical sprays totalling 2,500 acres and five prescribed burns
totalling 5,500 acres are proposed. An additional 569 Animal Unit Months
(AUMs) would be available as a result of the planned vegetative
manipulations.

There are approximately 40 miles of primitive ways which will remain
available for vehicular use.
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TABIE 1 - Iand Status and Acreage Summary of the Study Area

Within Wilderness Study Area Acres
BIM (surface and subsurface) 54,178
Split Estate (BIM surface only) 0
USFS (surface and subsurface) 3,867
Inholdings

State 0
Private 193
Total 58,238

Within the Recommended Wilderness Study Boundary Acres
BIM (within WSA) 0
BIM (outside WSA) 0
Split Estate (within Wsa) 0
Split Estate (outside WSA) 0

Total BIM Iand Recommended for Wilderness 0
Inholdings

State 0

Private 0
BIM (surface and subsurface) 54,178
Split Estate (BIM surface only) 0
USFS (surface and subsurface) 3,867

Total BIM Land Not Recammended for Wilderness 54,178

Total USFS Iand Not Recommended for Wildernessl 3,867

lThe USFS has agreed to allow these lands, located in the Inyo National Forest,
to be reported as part of BIM's WSR. When Congress acts, the lands will be
managed in accordance with the current approved management plan.
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CONSTIDERED IN PING THE RECOMMENDATTONS

A. Wilderness Characteristics

1.

Naturalness: The unit has maintained its overall natural
character and primitive setting. The WSA consists of varied
enviromments including portions of Mono Basin and Adobe Valley as
well as sandy, brush-covered Cowtrack Mountain. Perhaps the most
striking portion of the unit is Granite Mountain -- a granitic
mass of rounded, rocky buttes and buttresses sharply thrust upward
fraom the landscape below. Numerous drainages dissect the WSA
resulting in broad, softly eroded canyons and enclosed basins.

The upper elevations of the northern and eastern sides of the WSA
are forested with pinyon and juniper. The lower hills and valleys
covers 65% of the WSA.

Some man-made influences do exist in the WSA but are considered
visually negligible due to the unit's large size and variable
terrain. In addition, the magnitude of these influences is low.
They include pipelines, livestock water troughs, fences, some
mining prospects, and approximately 40 miles of primitive, sandy
vehicle routes. Some routes are being reinvaded by nearby
vegetation giving the routes a "two-track" appearance. Overall,
these features have low, negligible effects on naturalness.

In 1984, a wildfire, caused by area visitors, burned most of the
vegetation on 2,140 acres north of Cowtrack Spring. Several miles
of fire breaks were constructed to prevent the fire from
spreading. Although this is four percent of the WSA, the fire
occurred in a basin area that is plainly and broadly visible from
surrounding hillsides. The area appears as a barren and desolate
landscape; windblown sand has masked much of the charred surface.

The fire breaks were closed to prevent vehicle access and the
area was aerially reseeded in fall of 1985. Rehabkilitation has
been, to date, very successful with an initial establishment of
grasses, forbs, and shrub species which currently blanket the
area.

Solitude: The area provides abundant and varied opportunities for
solitude. The WSA's size, diverse topographic features, and
vegetative screening provide outstanding opportunities for
desolation and barrenness throughout the intermal basin, thus
psychologically heightening one's isolation in the unit.

This WSA is periodically overflown by military aircraft as part of
the national defense mission taking place in approved military
operating areas and flight corridors. The visual intrusions and
associated noise create periodic temporary effects on solitude



which are deemed necessary and acceptable as a part of the defense
preparedness of the nation.

3. Primitive and unconfined recreation: Outstanding opportunities
for primitive and unconfined recreation experiences are abundant
in the unit. These experiences include hunting, horseback riding,
camping, backpacking, nature appreciation, scenic photography,
hiking, rock climbing, etc. In addition, there are high scenic
values within the WSA--Cowtrack Mountain and Granite Mountain.
There are very few permanent water sources in this unit. Water
would have to be cached or carried.

4. Special features: The unit contains several special features of
noteworthy interest. Wildlife values are high in the WSA. The
WSA contains deer migration corridors and raptor nesting areas.
The deer migration corridors provide an intact natural envirorment
for deer during critical seasonal movements. Remnants of historic
Bodie-Mono Mills Railroad and prehistoric sites can also be found.

The WSA contains a population of Eriogonum ampullaceum, a United
States Fish and Wildlife Service candidate for the threatened and
endangered species plant list. The population is located along
DeepWellsRoadatﬂleextraneeastern@geofmemut This
anmual plant is often found in areas having previocus surface
disturbances. Stability of the population is unknown.

B. 1 v i i tional Wi tion NWPS

represented by ecosystems: 'IhisWSAoontalns49 502 acresofthe
Intermountain Sagebrush/Great Basin Sagebrush and 8,543 acres of
the Intermountain Sagebrush/Juniper-Pinyon wOodlands ecosystens.

The Granite Mountain WSA would not increase the diversity of the

types of ecosystems represented in the NWPS.

Table 2 - Ecosystem Representation

Bailey-Ruchler

Classification NWPS Areas Other BIM Studies

Domain/Province/PNV areas acres areas a
NATTONWIDE

Intermountain Sagebrush/

Great Basin Sagebrush 1 32,407 55 1,158,773

Juniper-Pinyon Woodlands 4 81,301 74 2,143,567
CALTFORNIA

Intermountain Sagebrush/
Great Basin Sagebrush 0 0 19 174,307
Juniper-Pinyon Woodlands 3 61,701 18 358,097




Matlon centers: The PEA is within a five—hmr drlve of six
major population centers. Table 3 summarizes the number and
acreaqeofdesignatedareasa:ﬂothermuswdyareaswithina
five-hour drive of the population centers.

Table 3 - Wilderness Opportunities for Residents of Major Population Centers

Population NWPS Areas Other BIM Studies
Centers areas acres areas acres
California

Fresno 35 4,048,852 28 460,790
Merced 33 3,957,550 25 348,753
Modesto 36 4,126,963 81 1,722,326
Sacramento 46 5,001,817 87 2,479,541
Stockton 35 4,061,833 46 601,496
Nevada

Reno 39 4,647,230 170 6,904,809

B Balal geographic distributi erness
aremB:LHmAswiﬂnnSOairmilesmM forwildenms
designation. Yosemite National Park, administered by the National
PakaezviceardtheHooverWilden-ness, administered by the Toiyabe
and the Inyo National Forests are located approximately 30 miles
west of the WSA. These are the nearest designated wilderness
areas. Other nearby designated wilderness areas include the Ansel
Adams Wilderness which is managed by the Inyo National Forest.

C. Manageability

The Granite Mountain WSA would be manageable as wilderness although some
limitations may exist.

Portions of the WSA along the boundaries are vulnerable to
indiscriminate off~highway vehicle use. Although this use is low,
signing and fencing would be required to protect the unit's integrity.
Periodic patrols would also be required.

Military overflights in this WSA must be considered to maintain the
integrity of the existing and future national defense mission as well as
the wilderness resource.




D.

Enerqy and Mineral Resource Values

1.

Summary of information known at the time of the preliminary
suitability recommendation: The Granite Mountain WSA is in the BIM
Mono Geology-Energy-Minerals (G-E-M) Resource Area (GRA). BIM
G-E-M data in the Affected Enviromment section of the Wilderness
Recammendations Benton-Owens Valley Bodie—Coleville Final
Envirommental Impact Statement (EIS) in 1987 indicated that the WSA
has mostly low potential for metallic minerals with same areas of
moderate and some areas of no potential. The EIS states that there
is mostly low potential for uranium and thorium with moderate
uranium potential in the southern portion and along the eastern
edge of the WSA. There is moderate potential from sand and gravel
alluvial deposits in some parts of the WSA with no potential in the
majority of the WSA. The EIS states that there is no potential for
oil or gas. There is a high potential for geothermal resocurces in
the western third with a moderate occurrence potential in the
remainder of the WSA.

The G-E-M report states that there is moderate favorability for
molybderum in the southwestern part of the WSA based on the
distribution of unpatented claims and on reports of an unconfirmed
molybdenum exploration drilling program in this area. The G-E-M
report recognizes moderate uranium favorability in the southern
portion of the WSA. This occurrence potential is based on the
presence of presumed vein-type uranium mineralization in granite.
The G-E-M report states that all places in the WSA where alluvium
is present have moderate potential for sand and gravel. The G-E-M
report identifies an area of unknown metallic mineralization in the
southeastern portion of the WSA. The G-E-M report considers this
area to have moderate favorability for metallic minerals and
speculates about the presence of preciocus metal occurrences.

There were approximately 60 mining claims in the WSA in 1987. The
G-E-M report states that there are several hot springs adjacent to
and within the WSA.

Much of the WSA is underlain by Pleistocene volcanics which are
indicative of a heat source which is still present at a relatively
shallow depth. Based on this geologic assessment, the G-E-M report
gave the western third of the WSA high occurrence potential and the
eastern two-thirds of the WSA moderate occurrence potential for
geothermal resources. The western third of the WSA is in the
Mono-long Valley Known Geothermal Resource Area (KGRA) (USGS,
unpublished map, "Lands Valuable for Geothermal Resources", revised
July, 1985) There were some geothermal lease applications for this
WSA in 1987.

Summary of significant new mineral resource data collected since
the suitability recommendation which should be considered in the
fipal recommendation: No U.S. Geologic Survey (USGS) or U.S.

Bunsau of Mines (BOM) mineral surveys were conducted in this WSA.
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No additional information about the mineral potential in this wWsA
has been received since 1987. As of March 25, 1988, BIM records
identified (5) five lode mining claims in this WSA (Table 4). The
western one-fifth of the WSA, covering an area of 10,420 acres, is
within the Mono-Long Valley KGRA.

Table 4 - Mining Claims

NO. ACRES
TYPE SUITABLE NONSUIT. TOTAL SUITABLE NONSUIT. TOTAL
Mining Claims
Iode (0] B 5 100 100
Placer 0 0 0 0 0 0
Mill Sites 0 0 0 0 0 0
Total 0 5 5 0 100 100

E. Impacts on Resources

The following table summarizes the effects on pertinent resources for
all alternatives considered including designation or non-designation of
the entire area as wilderness. (For a full explanation of this summary,
refer to the Benton-Owens Valley/Bodie-Coleville Wilderness - Final
Envirormental Impact Statement.)
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Tahle 5 - Qaparative Sumery of Inpacts by Altermative

Wildamess Values

BFRORCSED ACTTON




Table 5 - Qoparative Summery of Tnpacks by Altermative (Qot.)

ISSUERELATED

Wildermess Values

(aontinued)

BFROFCSED ACTTON
| (NO-WITTFRNESS/NO ACTICN) |
pacts an primitive ad unomn-
finad recreation as g
tunities would be limited
within the areas of mininy
activity amd gecthermal devel-
qamart. There wauld ke slight
impacts to special featires
as a result of arntined
mobarized recreation use.
There wauld be ro perosptible
impacts aticipated fran other
projected meregamart actiors.

ALTFRNATTVE

ALTAWITTERNESS

Motcrized Recre—
atimn Use

There would ke o inpact an
is projected to increase fram
the amrent anal 1ewel of
1,000 visitor-days to 1,100
visitor-cays.




Tahle 5 - Qnparative Smery of Inpacts by Albarative (Qot.)

ISSE-RFTATED BROFOSED ACTEN ALT-WITIDERNESS ERRTTAL-WITDERNESS

— RESORF¥S | MNOWITERNESSNOACTEN) | 2 ALTERWATIVE ATTFRWITVE

Motorized Recrea- The amrent use of 200 visi-

tion Use (cat.) o days would ke antici-

pated to increase to a toal
of 400 visi asa
result of displaced use fram
the desigrated partion of
the WEA. Within the atire
WEA there wauld be a net
loss of 600 visitar-days of
motcrized recreation use.

Livestock Grazing  |There would be ro impact to |[Under the All-wildermess Overall, livestock use would

ad Race livestock grazing ad rage |Altemrettive, plared vegp- |inesse by 36 AMs to a

Inprovarents imrovemerts. All existing  |tative menipulatias an total of 2,891 AMs as a re-
cperations ad proposed pro- (8,000 acres wauld be pre- sult of 650 axes of e~
jects wauld be pemithed, chrded ad a pojected i [saribed birs within the
inchding 8,000 acyes of cease of 560 AMs wauld be  |22,130 acxes of the WBA ot
vegetative menipulations to  |faegoe. Qnmrat livestok  [designated as wildermess.
inyesse faage prodxction  |use (2,855 AME) wauld car  [Vegetative menipulations
by 569 AMs to a total of tine ard all other projected| (7,350 acxes) within the
3,424 A ME. improvaments inchding six 36,108 acres desigrated

water develquats ad two  (wildemess would be pre-
water pipel ines would be chded ad an increese of
permitited. Overall, there 533 AMs wauld ke faregre.
wauld be a minor impact an |Other plamed livestock
livestock grazing ad range  |rojects wauld catine
imrovemerts. thraghat the WA, There
wauld ke a minar impact an
livestock grazing ad rance
m‘m‘am-

Mireral Develooment|There would ke 1o impact an [Wildermess desigration would |There wauld ke no impect to
mireral develgment. Bxplaa- [result in cdlosing the ertire [mineral develaoment. The
tion ad develcpment of a 54,178 axes to minexal 36,108 acres of the WEA
noderate potartial far metal- ey, Bplaation ad devel-|desigated wildemess are
hcnmmlsmﬂdpctaﬂa]lycgratcf;dn’tﬂalmraal axsidered to have a zero to
lead to the develqment: of an |resoxrces within the WA low pobartial for mirerals.
qparpit gald mire in the would be faregae, inchrding |The ramining 22,130 acres
westem partion of the WA, |a pobantial Ggposit of dis- ot desigrated as wildemess

semirabed gold in the westemn
partion of the WEA. Develgp-
mat of a potential gpenrpit
grld mire wauld be pro-
hihited.

wauld be goen to all foms
of mirexal ertry. Develcp-
mat of a pobential goen-
pit gold mire wauld ke
pxtion of the WaA.




Table 5 -~ Goparative Sumery of Inpacts by Albemative (Qat.)

ISSERFIATED BROFCEED ACTTON AITAWITTERNESS ERRTTAL-WITDFRNESS
REIRTS (ND-WIITFRESS/ND ACTTON) ATFRNATIVE | ATTFRWITVE
Geothermal There wauld be ro inpact an |Gecthenmal. resarce develap- |There wauld be ro inpact an
Develagoment gecthermal develcprert uder  [ment would be prohibitbed. gecthermal develgomat urder
the Proposed Action. Bplara- [Develcomant of a pobtertial  [the Fartial-wildemess
tin ad develgmat: of geo-  |50-Mv gecthenel resaorce Altemative. Develgmat of
thaml resorces waild ke wauld be faegae. Over the |a 50-Mv geothermal resance
permitted in the WEA. Devel- |lag term this would result  |is anticipabted within the
gmat of a 50-Mv gecthermal  |in a minor inpect., 22,130 acyes not designated
resaxce is projected. as wildermess. vhile explo-
ration ad develgoment:
within the 36,108 aces
designated as wildemess
is a low develqaent poten-
tial althorh there is a
moderate pobertial for geo-
theamal resarcess. No devel-
et is anticipabad there-
fare ro gecthermal resource
prodxction wauld ke fore-
gTe.
Qiltiral Resorces [Under the Prgposed Action, 'n'a:emﬂdheﬂgqtm— There wauld ke a slight posi-
ailtiral resorces within tive berefits to ailtural tive berefit to ailtural
the WEA wauld be wilrerahle to|resomces within the W8A de |resources within the 36,108
impacts resulting framgeo- |to prechiding acres of the WA desigrated
themal resonrce develqmat, (develgment ad artinued as wildermess as a result of
axstrnuction of a pipeline  [mobarized recreation use. prchibition of motar vehicle
for livestock use, ad - |The histaric BodieMao use. Within the remaining
tinued mobarized recreation  [Mills railread grade would | 22,130 acres, cultiral
use. Surface inventaories priar|potentially be negligibly resanroes would be wilner-
to i ing activi~ |impached by develgamat of a |able to pobential impacts
ties, ad an existing Qultiral [plared waber pipelire fir  |Saface inventaries to deter-
Resaurce Maracarant: Plan wauld| livestock use. mire the location of poben-
limit potertial impacts within)| tial sites ad develep
areas of predictad high ail- Fproiate mitigating mea—
tural resoxrce sarsitivity ad ares if recessary as well
to the histaric BodieMao as an existing Qultural
measures would be estahlished wauld mindmize pobential
to either avoid aulhral sites inpacts as a result of geo-
ar salvage potartial arti- tlmalche]qnataﬂ

facts. Gotined motorized
wvehicle use in the WA wauld
antribute to artined un-
atharized aollection of
artifacts.

14




Iocal Social and Economic Considerations

No local social or economic considerations were identified in the Final EIS.
Therefore, no further discussion of this topic will occur in this document.

o - ific lic

During the inventory phase, a few camments addressed mineral values and
geothermal rescurces. One comment noted the lack of access to private

inholdings.

One comment received during the wilderness study process noted cutside
sights and sounds as influencing wilderness values in the WSA.

A public meeting and public hearing were held in association with the draft
environmental impact statement for the WSAs within the EIS area. The public
meeting was held in Markleeville, California, and the public hearing in
Bishop, California. Comments were received both orally through the hearing,
and in writing during the 90-day public review period. A total of 84
written and oral comments were received. Thirty-one comments supported the
Bureau's no-wilderness recommendation. Forty-five comments supported the
all-wilderness alternative, while eight comments supported the partial-
wilderness alternative.

No comments specific to this WSA were received by Federal or State agencies.

Mono County provided a comment during the inventory phase expressing the
need for miltiple use of the area.
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